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Increase awareness and educate the public through supporting
public outreach and targeted activities including updating and
creating compost resources and publications.

Foster scientific research opportunities. The Foundation’s
reputation for credibility and scientific rigor has led to the
development of sound composting principles, processes, product
end uses and analytical standards.  

Develop local and national campaigns to raise public knowledge of
composting and its importance to long-term sustainability.

Advance the stature and practice of the composting industry by
offering professional development opportunities and disseminating
best practices throughout the industry.

CREF Goals
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Compost Operations
Training Course
The Compost Operations Training program saw
increased attendance compared to the prior year,
and a 63% increase in revenue. We look forward to
continuing this expansion in the next year based on
lessons learned this year.

Cary Oshins Scholarship
After the scholarship’s launch in early 2023, this year saw
the first awardees of the Cary Oshins Scholarship, which
provides financial assistance to attend COTCs. Seven
scholarship winners attended COTCs in NJ, TX, NC, and
CA, representing nonprofits, tribal communities, and
startup companies. Akirah Hlatshwako of Ubuntu
Permaculture Mission was the inaugural awardee, and
attended the August 2023 COTC in New Jersey.
Additional awardee details are available here.

Akirah Hlatshwako and Cary Oshins
at the New Jersey COTC

2024 IMPACTS AT-A-GLANCE

CFTP

160 160 
COTC 

Graduates

600+600+
Webinar 

Registrants

30,000+ items tested30,000+ items tested

8282
Products

2222
Material
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1818 Compost Sites
Supported with

Field Testing

ICAW
40,000+40,000+
People Reached

Poster Contest

500+500+ Entries
Received

from  countries7373
2,000+2,000+ Posters

Distributed

https://compostfoundation.org/CO-Scholarship-Awardees


Compostable Field
Testing Program
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International Compost
Awareness Week 2024

Ny Rindra shares: “My poster was designed to promote the
importance of composting and its benefits to the environment… In
the center, there is a compost bin where planet earth is located,
with a champion decoration to properly mention ‘Nature's Climate
Champion.’ These words indicate that composting is an important
ally in the fight against climate change.”

Out of entries from 76 countries, the winner
of the ICAW 2024 Poster Contest was Ny
Rindra Arison Malalaniaina from
Antananarivo, Madagascar. She is a student
in chemical and industrial process
engineering. The 2024 theme was:
"COMPOST... Nature's Climate Champion"

In 2023-2024, the CFTP: 
Co-presented at COMPOST2024 as part of the first-ever
public results sharing panel for field testing, and
contributed to the subsequent roundtable event.
Was awarded a final, third year of funding from 11th Hour
Project, and began a relationship with University of
Chicago Data Sciences Institute to analyze all the historical
field testing results.

Strategic Planning Retreat
In September 2023, the CREF Board of Trustees and staff
met in Chicago for a weekend to work on the
Foundation’s first strategic plan. Thanks to the insight and
experience brought by trustees and retreat facilitator,
Wendy Scott, the team created a focused list of next
steps to ensure that CREF continues to grow and thrive in
the years ahead. 



University Compost
Research Scholarships 
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This scholarship, made possible through generous donors, aims to provide
financial assistance to students engaged in compost research while fostering
future careers in the composting industry. Below are the 2023/24 awardees; you
can learn more about their research projects here. 

Sai Pamuru is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Civil
and Environmental Engineering at the University of Maryland
College Park. Her project aims to test the synergistic
effectiveness of compost-biochar mixtures in reducing nitrogen
and phosphorus leaching, and in improving vegetation growth
and quality.

Daisy D’Angelo is pursuing a Ph.D. with the Ohio State
University’s Department of Food, Agriculture, and Biological

Engineering. Daisy’s research project seeks to examine the role
food waste compost can serve in establishing and maintaining

healthy soils, specifically as a tool for better managing both
nutrient and water usage. 

Research Project Conclusion & Report:
Review and Analysis of Compost Used in

Stormwater Bioretention Systems
After launching the prior year, our research project

in collaboration with the University of Minnesota
concluded this year. The project sought to identify

compost characteristics that lead to the greatest
success for use in stormwater bioretention media,

and included a literature review and virtual listening
session. Dr. Andy Erickson presented the research

results in both a CREF webinar and at the
COMPOST2024 conference. The report included

conclusions about compost’s effectiveness for
managing several stormwater pollutants, and

identified gaps in knowledge that can be explored
in future research.

https://compostfoundation.org/Past-Scholarship-Winners
https://compostfoundation.org/Portals/2/Documents/Compost%20Use%20in%20Post-Construction%20Stormwater_Final.pdf?ver=Ktn9pso-8TbIcKqFNi9fxQ%3d%3d


Webinars

PFAS and Compost Research: 
The Importance of Informed Regulatory Decision-Making*

Featuring Dr. Bryan Staley, Dr. Ian Pepper, & Andrew Carpenter

How Compost Helps Address Climate Challenges: Drought & Fire Remediation
Featuring Dr. David Crohn & Dr. Craig Kolodge

Conduct Your Own On-Site Compost Testing for Persistent Herbicides
Featuring Dr. Fred Michel & Daisy D’Angelo

TMECC (CREF), CAP & the CTDS: 
The Backbone of the USCC Seal of Testing Assurance Program*

Featuring Dr. Robert Miller, Gary Gittere, & Ginny Black

Deep Dive into the Role of Compost & Stormwater Media: 
Identifying Knowledge Gaps & Research Needs
Featuring Dr. Andy Erickson & Dr. Craig Kolodge

An Introduction to Composting Human Remains, Part 1: The Process & Its Challenges
Featuring Dr. John Paul & Michael Bryan-Brown
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Through partnerships with subject matter experts, CREF aims to provide compost
manufacturers, end-users, researchers, and other stakeholders with valuable cutting-
edge information. With more offerings, CREF was able to increase webinar revenue.

Recognitions
CREF recognized the following
supporters during the awards
ceremony at the COMPOST2024
conference:

Noel & Judy Lyons - For their generous
philanthropic gift to CREF.
Dr. Robert Rynk - For contributions to
The Composting Handbook, the
Compost Operations Training Course,
and CREF education programs
spanning decades.
A1 Organics - For continued
sponsorship of ICAW and support of
CREF research projects and education
programs.

Diane Hazard, CREF Executive Director, with (clockwise
from top left) Noel Lyons, Dr. Robert Rynk, and Travis
Bahnsen and Clinton Sander from A1 Organics.

*In collaboration with the US Composting Council



Program Revenue
$440,520

Total Revenue $639,474

Total Expenses $650,930

Revenue Less Expenses -$11,456

CREF Trustees
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Financial Report

 Jeff 
Ziegenbein 

Treasurer
Inland Empire 

Utilities Agency

Andrew 
Carpenter

Northern Tilth, LLC

Charles Duprey
Naturcycle, Inc.

Kate Kurtz
City of Seattle, PUC

Lorrie Loder-
Rossiter
Vice Chair

Erth Products, Inc.

Tim O’Neill
Engineered Compost 

Systems

Rebecca 
Ryals, Ph.D.

Univ. of CA, Merced

Monica Ozores-
Hampton, Ph.D. 

TerraNutri, LLC

CREF Staff
Ginny Black

Chair
Black Gold

Consulting, LLC Beth Simone
Development &

Marketing Director

Diane 
Hazard

Executive Director

Kelsea
Jacobsen

Project Manager

Shawn
Bruckman

Operator Training
Facilitator

Jamie 
Blanchard-Poling

Assistant Project Manager

Other Revenue
$37,422

Contributions
$103,533

Grants
$58,000

 Britt 
Faucette 

Secretary
MKB Company
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Thank You to Our Key
Donors and Sponsors

Kellogg Garden Products
Kevin Tritz Memorial Fund

Laurel Valley Soils
Lee Family

Lenz Enterprises
Lorrie Loder-Rossiter
Noel and Judy Lyons
McCourt Equipment

McGill Environmental Systems
Midwest BioSystems

Minnesota Composting Council
Napa Recycling & Waste Services

Natur-Tec
Naturcycle

Noble Bioresources
North Carolina Composting Council

Northern Tilth, LLC
Olympic Equipment

Tim O'Neill
Natalie Oshins

Plant Based Products Council
R. Alexander Associates

Reotemp
Republic Services

Rooflite
Rebecca Ryals
SCS Engineers

Holly Shiralipour
Marion Smith

Smith and Gardner Engineers
Soiland

Specialized Environmental Technologies
Kate Sullivan

Sustainable Generation
Synagro

US Composting Council
Vermeer

Viably
Virginia Composting Council

WM
World Centric
Jeremy Yang

Yardfully
Zbest Products

A1 Organics
Agri Organics

Association of Compost Producers
Astec

Atlas Organics
Australasian BioPlastics Association

Australian Organics Recycling Association
Barr-Tech Compost

BDP Industries
Biobag USA

Biodegradable Products Institute
Bioenergy DevCo

Virginia and Richard Black
Black Earth Compost, LLC

Jean Bonhotal
California Compost Coalition

Central Texas Refuse, Inc.
City of Greensboro

City of St. Peters Earth Centre
Club Coffee

Coast of Maine Organic Products
Compost Manufacturing Alliance

Compost Only
Denali Water Solutions

Diane Hazard
Dirt Hugger

Charles Duprey
Earth Farms Organics

Earth Matter NY
Eco-Products

EcoSafe
Engel & Gray, Inc.

Engineered Compost Systems
Filtrexx

Good Food 4 U
Laurie Greenberg

Green Mountain Technologies
Hills Machinery

Inland Empire Utilities Agency
Iowa Waste Reduction Center

Katherine Kurtz


