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Plans Underway Across the Country to Celebrate International Compost Awareness 
Week 

April 2026, City, State… Environmental and recycling businesses, organizations, 
community groups, and individuals across the United States are making plans to celebrate 
the annual International Compost Awareness Week (ICAW) taking place May 3–9, 2026. 
The goal of ICAW is to build public awareness of the benefits of compost use and recycling 
organics, including food scraps and yard waste. 

ICAW is promoted across the country and around the world through a wide variety of 
activities and events. Volunteers in many states spend the week educating their local 
communities about composting by organizing in-person programs, facility tours, school 
activities, and online workshops and training. From compost giveaways and composting 
demonstrations to garden plantings and educational outreach, ICAW is a fun and 
educational program that reaches thousands of people each year. 

“Compost! Feed the Soil that Feeds Us” is the ICAW theme for 2026. The theme 
highlights the critical role compost plays in building healthy soil, supporting productive 
agriculture, and sustaining the ecosystems that ultimately feed our communities. From 
backyard composters to community programs to large-scale composting facilities, 
composting helps return valuable organic resources to the soil and strengthens 
sustainable food systems. 

As in previous years, the theme was selected collaboratively by international partners 
within the International Compost Alliance, making it a truly global message. The 2026 
theme was inspired by the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal #15: Life on 
Land, which focuses on protecting, restoring, and promoting the sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems. 

Here are some benefits from organic recycling and compost use: 

▪ Reduces methane emissions by diverting organic materials from landfills and 
encouraging aerobic decomposition through managed composting. 



 

▪ Improves carbon sequestration in soil, helping return carbon to the ground and 
reducing greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. 
▪ Provides essential nutrients for plants, supporting healthier gardens, farms, and more 
productive soils. 
▪ Increases soil water-holding capacity, helping communities better withstand drought 
conditions and reducing runoff and erosion during heavy rain events. 
▪ Supports community gardens and green spaces, helping create thriving local food 
systems, gathering spaces, and greener communities. 

International Compost Awareness Week, a program run in the United States by the 
Compost Research & Education Foundation (CREF), is the largest and most 
comprehensive education initiative of the compost industry. It is celebrated nationwide 
and in other countries each year during the first full week of May. ICAW was started in 
Canada in 1995 and has continued to grow as more people, businesses, municipalities, 
schools, and organizations recognize the importance of composting food scraps and yard 
waste and using compost to create healthier soil. 

More information on ICAW can be found at: 
https://compostfoundation.org/ICAW/ICAW-Home 
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